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August 13, 2012 

am 
SrEARMS Genera] Counsel 

Federal Election Commtssion 
9996 Street, NW 
Wasliington. DC 20463 

RE: MUR 6610 

Dear General Counsel, 
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This is In response to your letter dated July 25,2012, received by Priends of ClUFStearn̂ s on 
July 30,2012. Tliis concerns four complaints filed by David Wolfson, a paid consuiunc to 
Congressional candidate Steve Oelrlch and Steve Oelridi for Congress. The oomplaints are 
completely without merit as will be shown herein and will demonstratte that no action 
should be taken afĵ iost Cliff Stearns or Friends of Cliff Steams. 

The first three oomplatnts are essentially the same and allegie a vioiation of Section 11 CFR 
110.11.(b)(l} on electronic mail oommuhicaHons on the dates of Febmaiy 7,9, and 10, 
2012. The three electronic mall communtcatlonsclted were all press releases seBtonlyco 
the Fiends ofdlffStî nis press list; which atno time has had niiorc than:$7 recipients. 
Si»ction i i CFR nOiil(a){iy^dnaffy states CQinimunications; which miiist 
include a lUsdaimer, are defibfid aiS; 'csteeiionlt iî ^̂  bf moreiban SOO substahtSaiky similar 
communications Whipn sent by a potUlical coaamittee*. In sending the edmmunijeatlon to 
only 57 redpientŝ  iio violation Qcqured uiidet Section 11CPR ii0.11(b)(l) and no action 
shouM be tdcm 1̂  tlie CoinroCssion (kn ihese three complaint. 

The fourth complaint also alleges a Elation of SiBction l l CFR 110.11(b)(1) and also 
Section 11 CFR ld2.S(aX2)(i|) aiul (iiQ on the Website of Friends of Cliff Steams. The 
complainant includes seledbed screenshots from the campaign website taken on Miqr9« 
2012. The website die screeiudiots were tal«en frOih no longer exists and was replaced )bty a 
new website in fuae, 2012. The website containeidi the proper disdaimer on the site's 
homepage and was clearly visible to ansfone loggmg.on to the website. The fact that the. 
complainant̂ s particular screenshots cIo not show a disclaimer iEafI to doriidnstrate tiiatone 
did not exist 

The second alleged vlelation in this coanplaCnt is that the campaign's "outside vendor̂ s 
contribution page. PayPal, dipes not mal$e an eflbrt to ensure contributions are in 
compliaaoe wttii FECA regulations prehibjtln̂ opiitHhutionsfnom 
brgainaatibns, federal goviiinipentjconlndb̂ rs Reĵ autionsiKqû  
diat "a (ederal 6Mi|mitcce mus,t inifoFm ̂ onprs tHartKeir conMbiition̂ itflll h6 tibMl in 
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connection with federal elections or that they are subject to the limits and prohibitions of 
tike AdT. Friends of Cliff Stearns is the 'federal committee" and had the proper disclaimer 
on its websitê  which viewers first had to visit before being directed to the outside vendor's 
site. As previouŝ  stated, the website that the complalnatttfs screenshots Were taken from 
is no kinger in existence and was replaced In June, 2012. 

The Friends of dtlf Steams website was not in violatfon of either Section 11 CPR 
110.11(b)(1) or Section 11 CPR 102.5(a)(2)(a) and QU) and oo action should be taken by 
the Commission on this oomplfant 

Based on the focfis presented abov̂ , Qlff Steams and Friends of Cliff Steams were fn full 
compliance wfdi all federal campaigii laws and regulations and there Is no basis (tor the 
complaints alleged by Mr. Wolfison, 

banita Ransom 
Treasurer 
Friends, of CItfFSfeeams 

Cliff* Stearns 
United States Reprseencatlve 
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